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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
100 N. First Street 
Springfield, Illinois 

December 16-17, 2009 

NOTE: Staff presentations and detailed Board discussion typically take place during Committee 
meetings one month prior to State Board action in the plenary session. 

All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2009 

9:30 a.m. WORK STUDY:  Violence in Schools 
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

12:45 p.m. Break for Lunch  

*1:15 p.m. Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole  (following lunch)
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

*4:00 p .m. Education Policy Planning Committee of the Whole  
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

* The meeting will begin at the conclusion of the previous session. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2009 

8:15 a.m. Board Operations Committee of the Whole  
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

*8:30 a.m. Ad Hoc Rules Committee of the Whole  
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

*9:15 a.m. Governmental Relations Committee of the Whole 
 Board Room, 4th Floor 

*10:00 a.m. ISBE Plenary Session 
  Board Room, 4th Floor 

* The meeting will begin at the conclusion of the previous session. 

All State Board of Education meetings listed on this agenda will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Persons planning to
attend who need special accommodations should contact the Board office no later than the date prior to the meeting.  Contact the
Superintendent's office at the State Board of Education,  Phone: 217-782-2221; TTY/TDD: 217-782-1900; Fax: 217-785-3972. 

NOTE: Chairman Ruiz may call to order the Board’s plenary session early for the sole purpose of hearing a motion to go into closed 
session.  In such case, the plenary session will reconvene for action items at the time posted.  Chairman Ruiz may also call 
for a break in the plenary session on Thursday at which time the Board will go into closed session.
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Fort Bowman Academy 
Charter School

“Educating for the 
F t ”Future”

Mission Statement

� The mission of Fort Bowman Academy 
Charter School is to prepare all of itsCharter School is to prepare all of its
students for college or career placement 
regardless of ethnic, cultural, language, or g g g
socioeconomic status by providing an 
education which will allow them to develop 
their talents fulfill their potential and excel intheir talents, fulfill their potential, and excel in
their select areas of academic and/or 
economic life.
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We Believe:

� Education is a product of cooperation among 
t t h d t d tparent, teacher, and student.

� The school cannot accomplish its mission 
l t ti t hi ithalone; a strong supportive partnership with

parents is essential.
� Setting high expectations appropriate to each� Setting high expectations appropriate to each

student is the best way to accomplish our 
missionmission.

We Believe:

� Communication among students, staff, 
d i i t ti t d itadministration, parents and community

should be open and consistent.
A t d t’ i i th b i f hi� A student’s uniqueness is the basis for his or 
her self worth.

� Students have different learning styles and� Students have different learning styles and
rates and should be taught accordingly.
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We Believe:

� All students can learn to their own unique 
t ti lpotential.

� Students are responsible for their own 
ti d b h iactions and behaviors.

� All people deserve respect.
It i t l th t d t ’ tit d b t l� It is not only the students’ aptitude, but also
their attitude that will determine their altitude.

School Day

� A student’s day starts at 8:00 a.m. and ends 
at 3:00 p.m.

� Grades K-5 are in self-contained classrooms

� Grades 6-12 change classrooms with each 
subjectsubject

� Grades K-12 receive Physical Education 
classes every day

� Grades K-8 receive an average of 23% more 
class time devoted to core curriculum 
subjects than state average 1

1 2008 Illinois School Report Card
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Behavior

� Each class is required to have a behavior
l t dd i i t b h iplan to address inappropriate behavior

� Diverse student body� Diverse student body
leads to acceptance 
of differences amongof differences among
students

Staff

� Every teacher has a Bachelors Degree 1

5 t h ith M t D 2� 5 teachers with a Masters Degree 2

� 3 teachers with Special Education Endorsement 
� Teachers are required to participate in continuing� Teachers are required to participate in continuing

education classes
� Experienced teachers work closely on a daily basis 

with new instructors as mentors

1, 2 2008 Illinois School Report Card1, 2 2008 Illinois School Report Card
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Student Achievement

� In 2007-2008, 95% of our students 
d t d id bl hi h th th t tgraduated, considerably higher than the state

average of 86.5% 1

Aft d ti l ll f t d t� After graduation, nearly all of our students
continue on to college

� Most students continue to keep in touch with� Most students continue to keep in touch with
the faculty and staff at Fort Bowman

1 2008 Illinois School Report Card

S l t d A li h t f F tSelected Accomplishments of Fort
Bowman Academy Graduates

Tiara Canada- Certified Substitute Teacher for 
Cahokia Unit School District #187

M M N l U i it f Illi i S i fi ld

Cecilia Mann- Student at SIUE Education

Jamel Washington- Student Blackburn College and 
l th i b k tb ll tMarcus McNeal- University of Illinois-Springfield

Justin Gamblin- Student McKendree College 
Sociology Major

Kara Crum- Student at Southwestern Illinois College

also on their basketball team

Jamul Washington- Student Culinary Program at 
Southwestern Illinois College

Chelsea Radford- Student Gateway Bible Collegeg
Psychology Major

Kia Ward- Student at Southwestern Illinois College 
Psychology Major

Lucas Peeples- Student Criminal Justice Program

y g

Phillip Weeden- Student studying Construction 
Management at Southwestern Illinois College

Cory Jones- Student at Paul Mitchell Cosmetology 
SchoolLucas Peeples- Student Criminal Justice Program

Thomas Hunter- Student at Danville College also on 
their basketball team

Scott Maguirk- Student at SIUE

School

Lauren Weatherford- Student Southwestern Illinois 
College Criminal Justice Program

Kenneth Gray- Student Southwestern Illinois College
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Accomplishments - continued

Cecilia Mann- Student at SIUE Education

Alyssa Rhoten – Studying History locally

Devin Cornwell- Student Southwestern Illinois 
College

B bb Rh St d t S th t Illi i C ll
Nicky Louvier- Stay at home mother

Derek Crokett – Manager/Mechanic at PG Racing 
and works for his families business

Bobby Rhyne- Student Southwestern Illinois College

Jeff Lansing- Student Southwestern Illinois College

Preston Jeter- Student South western Illinois 
College

Samantha Brown – Village of Cahokia employee and 
a new mother 

College

Gene Young- U.S Army, Served in Iraq for 18 
months

Steven Greer- Pharmacy Technician

Accomplishments - continued

Victoria Null- Certified Cosmetologist

J l Th W ki f UPS

Robbie Miller- Firefighter for Camp 
Jackson fire department

Jerrel Thomas-Working for UPS

Mark Fierstein – US Navy

Dawn Czapla- Mother of three, and  

Andy Jackson- Newspaper pressman

Lindsay Kenner- Childcare provider at 
Lighthouse Daycarep ,

Customer Service and Sales 
Associate for Wal-Mart Chase Kenner – Student Southwestern 

Illinois College studying Performance 
Arts
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Funding

� We maintain educational needs for our 
students using state funds allotted per childstudents using state funds allotted per child

� Our years always end in the black 1
� School fees for each student help to defray� School fees for each student help to defray

the cost of items not covered by the state 
funding

� Financial assistance offered to parents 
experiencing difficulties

1 Annual Audits by CPA firm of Fick, Eggemeyer and Williamson

Communication

� Open communication between teachers and 
studentsstudents

� Open communication between teachers and parents
� Open communication between office staff and 

f ilifamilies
� Monthly newsletters and calendars are shared
� Grades are sent home at 3 weeks and 6 weeks as� Grades are sent home at 3 weeks and 6 weeks, as

well as quarterly
� Open Door policy with administrators
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Community Impact

� Uniform policy promotes unity and equality

� A smaller student-to-teacher ratio allows students to 
engage more deeply with their subject matter and each 
other

� Toy and Food Drives for Dorris Davis Helping Hands 
Shelter

� Many students seek careers that will allow them to give 
back to their community, contributing to the economic y, g
growth and strengthen their ties with the surrounding 
area

Impact of Parental Involvement

� Parent volunteers assist faculty and staff and provide 
direct input into the educational process of their p p
children

� Parental involvement in transporting students to 
school increases the number of students in 
attendance and allows for immediate communication 
between parents and teachers

� Strong parental involvement discourages truancy 
and delinquency

� Parental involvement shows students the value in 
education, leading to students’ desires to increase 
i di id l f i h l d t bindividual performance in school and to become
lifelong learners
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F t B i A hi iFort Bowman is Achieving
Goals and Objectives 1

� Integrated reading begins in Kindergarten 
� Extensive analysis of student performance at the� Extensive analysis of student performance at the

classroom, building, and school levels
� Multiple assessment tools used, including 

semiannual administration of the Iowa Testsemiannual administration of the Iowa Test
� Both in-class and after-school remediation are 

addressed
� Compliant with the Illinois State Board of Education� Compliant with the Illinois State Board of Education

Teaching Standards 
� All new teachers participate in a mentoring program
11 2008-2009 Accountability Plan

Fort Bowman Charter Academy is 

� An expanding family of 
educators and scholars

� Eager to help students 
achieve their goals

� A home for both traditional 
and non-traditional students

� A trusting atmosphere where 
children are comfortable to 
express themselves fullyexpress themselves fully

� Committed to success!
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Work-Study Session:  Violence in Schools 
December 16, 2009 

9:30 a.m. 

AGENDA

I. Roll Call

II. Board Member Participation by Other Means 

III. Violence in Schools  

A. Introductions and Overview of ISBE Efforts 9:30 – 9:40 a.m.

Listing of ISBE Efforts 

Report (Handout):  Nat’l Center for Education Statistics’ Indicators of School Crime & Safety 2009

B. Illinois Dropout Prevention Summit Video                        9:40 – 10:05 a.m.

C. Chicago Public Schools Safety & Security Initiative  (pp 2-10) 10:05 - 10:35
� Mr. Michael Shields, Safety and Security Officer 

� Christian Plummer, Project Manager 

� Mr. Chika Okafur, Project Manager 

D. State Perspective 

1. State of Illinois Safety Net Works  10:45 – 11:15 a.m.
� Adam Alonso, Coordinator, Cicero (Adam is with Corazon Community Services)

� Aana Macario, Youth Council Representative, Cicero 

� Rogers Jones, Coordinator, Roseland (Roger is with Community Assistance Programs)

� Aisha Latiker, Youth Council Representative, Roseland 

2. IL Safe Schools Alliance Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Survey (pp 16-30)  11:15 – 11:45

� Shannon Sullivan Executive Director, Illinois Safe Schools Alliance 

3. Challenge Day Program 11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
� Marc Kiehna, Monroe-Randolph Regional Superintendent and  

� Cheryl Lodge, Physical Education & Health Teacher, Trico C.U.S.D. #176 

E. Board Wrap-Up Discussion 12:15 – 12:45 p.m.

IV. Adjourn 
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Superintendent:  Number of Students: 2,625
School Type:  Elementary Number of Teachers: 145
County:  Cook Average Teacher Salary: $50,985 (State $61,402)
Tax Cap School District:  YES Average Administrator Salary: $104,057 (State $106,217)

Low Income Rate: 6.2% (State 42.9%)

Overall Performance - All State Tests:
2008 - 2009 86.3% (State 75.5%) Ave. Class Size
2007 - 2008 87.0% (State 74.8%) Kindergarten 26.3 (State 20.5)
# of Schools in Improvement Status 0 First 22.5 (State 20.9)

Third 25.8 (State 21.8)
Sixth 29.5 (State 22.0)

Revenue Sources Eighth 30.1 (State 21.4)
Local 85.0% (State 65.0%) High School n/a
State 12.0% (State 27.6%)   

Federal 3.0% (State   7.4%) 2007 Tax Rates: Extended Rates
$1.454

2007 EAV $1,125,545,789 $0.137
$0.027

2006-07 OEPP $9,125 (State 10,417) $0.000

FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Budget    FY 

2009
Budget    

FY 2010

Beginning Fund Balance 9,082,639 9,445,850 10,074,284 10,199,094 8,575,088 7,462,020 6,866,951 3,882,756 2,480,332

Revenues 13,249,852 14,586,752 15,363,932 15,837,476 17,180,449 18,836,089 18,944,113 20,437,345 20,694,595
Expenditures 13,113,691 14,148,768 16,331,940 17,461,482 18,293,517 19,431,158 21,928,308 21,839,769 22,591,364

Results of Operation 136,161 437,984 (968,008) (1,624,006) (1,113,068) (595,069) (2,984,195) (1,402,424) (1,896,769)

Other Sources/Uses 227,050 190,450 1,145,500 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Changes to Fund Bal. 0 0 (52,682) 0 0 0 0 0 0

Fund Balances 9,445,850 10,074,284 10,199,094 8,575,088 7,462,020 6,866,951 3,882,756 2,480,332 583,563

Tax Year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
EAV $504,843,369 $574,803,179 $592,288,595 $735,488,965 $808,193,028 $995,904,884 $1,031,004,033 $1,125,545,789

School Year 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09
Enrollment 2,456 2,532 2,575 2,591 2,616 2,625 2,625 Not Available

FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Outstanding Debt
Short-Term Debt

Long-Term Debt 15,637,387 25,966,332 24,592,137 23,319,338 22,146,797 20,971,051 19,852,119

Short-Term Debt Limit 7,298,842 9,246,373 10,587,211 13,168,742 15,482,235

Long-Term Debt Limit 32,516,235 40,867,913 50,748,739 55,765,319 68,717,437 71,139,278 77,662,659

Profile Score 3.60 3.55 3.45 3.45 3.45 2.75
Profile Designation RECOGNITION RECOGNITION REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW WARNING

Lemont-Bromberek CSD

Dr. Timothy Ricker

Transportation Fund 
Working Cash Fund

Education Fund

FACTS Report
12/10/09

14-016-113A-02

SUMMARY OF OPERATING FUNDS

Operation & Maint. Fund
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FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE�
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I. ROLL CALL: "��������#������������
������
����
�������$�

�
Members Present Members Absent
%�$�&�'���#������"�������� � 	������
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Staff Present
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II. BOARD MEMBER PARTICIPATION BY OTHER MEANS: �����

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: &��2�0���
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IV. MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING:  ��$���+����������
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(Illinois State Board of Education

Education Policy Planning Committee of the Whole
December 16, 2009

4:00 p.m.
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All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net

AGENDA

��������������

�(timeframes are estimated for planning purposes)�

������������	��	�����
� ���
�������!
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����������� ����
� ���
���� 4:00 - 4:15 p.m.�
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�������� ����������������
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�������������	�
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	������	���'�"� �
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�������(Linda Tomlinson, Patrick Murphy)�

"��*����
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�����)���
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�	��
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"���**��#
�&�������	���
�(Matt Vanover, Susan Morrison)� 4:35 – 4:45 p.m.  �����������	��

"����*�	� �	����	����
����&�	�����
	����4:45 – 5:15 p.m.���
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�#� �
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Wednesday December 16, 2009 
4:45 p.m. 

Springfield, Illinois  
 

�������������������������� ������������������������ 
Dr. David Fields, Chair   

��������������
None Superintendent Chris Koch 

Ms. Andrea Brown    Dr. Connie Wise 
Dr. Vinni Hall   Ms. Susie Morrison 
Ms. Joyce Karon   Ms. Beth Hanselman 
Ms. Lanita Koster   Dr. Linda Tomlinson 
Mr. Jesse Ruiz   Mr. Matt Vanover 
Dr. Chris Ward  Mr. Darren Reisberg 
  Ms. Linda Riley Mitchell 
 
� � !�""���""#� The Education Policy Planning Committee meeting convened at 4:45 p.m.  Dr. 

Fields requested roll call. (See above.)�
 
�� � $���%�������������&�'������(����)������������&�#  None �
 
��� � �*�"�&������&�'�����#��There was no public participation.�
�
�( � ���*��������)��	&������+,,-������������.#��Dr. Hall moved to approve the minutes of 

the October 2009 EPPC meeting and Joyce Karon seconded the motion. The Committee, 
by voice vote, approved the minutes of the October 2009 meeting. �

 
( � �''����������������/����$*�������0�(�&������"��&)��"���%/����1���*�&�"#��There 

were no comments on this agenda item.�
 
(� � �)�������&)��"�����*�"�!�'������%��'%����������������������.��)�������&)��"#� 

Discussion was held regarding the data given to the board regarding charter schools.  
Board members noted there is a significant number of charters schools that have a student 
body comprised of one race.  Dr. Hall raised questions regarding the impact of public 
school dollars with the growing number of charter schools and requested the information be 
presented to the board at a later date.  Dr. Tomlinson discussed the report and explained 
the report will be given to the general assembly.   Dr. Koch will provide a write-up to the 
board regarding the recommendations from the Independent Authorizer for Charter Schools 
Task Force.  Board members discussed possibly looking into developing a scatter graph to 
review reading and science testing scores of Charter School Students and will then look at 
the results in relation to where the students were attending school beforehand.  The 
Committee agreed to forward the Charter School Annual Report onto the General 
Assembly.�

�
(�� � ���������*�"�!�'���#��Discussion was held regarding the Draft Annual Report.  Board 

members requested that any school districts noncompliant with state or federal law be 
listed in the annual report.  Discussion was held regarding schools having fewer than 300 
students. Board members would like to know how many schools there are with fewer than 
300 students, their locations, and what those districts are doing to maximize resources.  Dr. 
Brown stated we are going to have to look a whether these schools are making AYP, 
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whether they are on the financial watch list.  Chairman Fields commented on how well the 
report was done. �

 
 
(��� ����&)������'���������.��%�������#  �

� � Teacher Certification Board Recommendations:  Dr. Hall stated she will need to 
abstain on the item relative to the University of Illinois.  The committee agreed to 
move forward with Item 8a, Teacher Certification Board Recommendations.�

$ � Discussion was held regarding item 8b, the Illinois Certification Testing System Basic 
Skills pass rate.  Dr. Tomlinson stated the certification board recommended that the 
State Board raise the score for the Illinois Certification Testing Basic Skills Pass Rate.  
The current passing score is 50% for reading and language arts and 35% for math.  
Raising the basic skills test scores is the first step in raising the requirements across 
the board for all teachers in terms of the content area and other programs.  The 
proposal is to raise Reading pass rate scores to 78.9% and Language Arts to 79% 
and Math would be 75%.  Individuals would be able to take the test in separate 
sections or take the test as a whole, and will have five opportunities to pass the test.   
The committee agreed to move forward with the Illinois Certification Testing Systems 
Basic Skills recommendation. �

 
�2 ��'%��������!!��0�!�&������)����'��3!���4#  Superintendent Koch reminded the Board 

that school districts will have to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in order to 
access award money that Illinois may receive..  Dr. Koch and ISBE staff have been working 
with stakeholders regarding the process.  The money will be distributed through the Title I 
formula but districts need to sign assurances that it will be used in the reform areas.  
Responses to the MOU will be due on January 11, 2010.  Illinois will make the RTTT 
application deadline of January 19th

 

.  Ms. Karon commented that she was present for the 
meeting with stakeholders and she praised Superintendent Koch and senior staff for their 
responsiveness to the many questions directed to them.�

2 � �����������.��%���"�����.5�%%������"������#� Dr. Tomlinson stated she will be back at 
the March meeting to address some of the questions and concerns the Board had regarding 
charter schools.  Dr. Tomlinson also shared that the Illinois Professional Teaching 
Standards are finished and are going straight to rulemaking and will be presented to the 
Board soon. �

 
2� � �	�����������'6*': none�
�

2�� � ��7	�!
��
�: Dr. Hall moved to adjourn the EPPC meeting and Mr. Ruiz seconded the 
motion. The EPPC meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.�
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( 

Illinois State Board of Education 

Board Operations Committee of the Whole 
December 17, 2009 

8:15 a.m. 
All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net 

 

AGENDA
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BOARD OPERATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
December 17, 2009
Springfield, Illinois

 
Members Present Members Absent
Christopher Ward Jesse Ruiz Superintendent Koch 

Staff Present 

Andrea Brown  Jean Ladage 
David Fields Marsha Moffett 
Vinni Hall  Darren Reisberg 
Joyce Karon Matt Vanover 
Lanita Koster 

 
 
I. ROLL CALL:  Dr. Ward called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. and asked for a Roll Call. (See roll 

call above.) 
 
II. BOARD MEMBER PARTICIPATION BY OTHER MEANS: None. 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None.
 
IV. COMMITTEE MINUTES: Dr. Fields moved that the minutes of the October 2009 Board Operations 

Committee be approved.  Ms. Koster seconded the motion.  The motion to approve the minutes 
passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

V. REVIEW NEW NOMINATIONS FOR RESOLUTIONS OF RECOGNITION:  Dr. Hall moved that the 
recommended resolutions be forwarded to plenary session for adoption.  The proposed resolutions 
recognize Fred Huddleston, the 2009 Burroughs Outstanding School Board President; Kevin Rutter, 
the 2009-2010 Illinois Teacher of the Year; Arthur Wachholz, the 2009 Illinois recipient of the Milken 
National Educator Award; and the graduates of Cohorts 3, 4, & 5 of the Bilingual Transition to 
Teaching Program.  Dr. Fields seconded the motion and it carried with a unanimous voice vote.  
Ms. Ladage indicated that Mr. Rutter and Mr. Wachholz are planning to attend the plenary session 
on Thursday. 

 

VI. RECOMMENDED ADOPTION OF 403b PLAN:  In July, 2007, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
issued final regulations governing 403(b) tax-sheltered annuity plans which became effective on 
January 1, 2009.  The regulations require employers to make extensive changes to their Section 
403(b) plan design and operations, including adopting a written plan document.  Originally required 
to be in place by December 31, 2008, in late 2008 the IRS extended the deadline by which 
employers were required to have a written plan document to December 31, 2009.  As such, by 
December 31, 2009, ISBE must have a written plan document in place that satisfies the Section 
403(b) final regulations.  The Board agreed to move this item forward to the plenary session. 

 

VII. 2010 BOARD CALENDAR PROPOSED REVISIONS:  The Board discussed proposed changes to 
the 2010 Calendar of Board meetings.   

Ms. Karon suggested that the Board consider the financial situation of the state and the cost of 
taking Board meetings outside of the Springfield ISBE office.  Since the primary expense of 
meetings outside of Springfield is that of human capital, she suggested that the Board use 
opportunities for various hearings (common core standards, etc.) in other areas of the state.   

It was also noted that most Board members attend the IASB/IASB/IASBO (Triple I) Conference in 
Chicago in November.  Although there isn’t a meeting scheduled in November, perhaps that month 
(as opposed to December) should be designated for a Chicago meeting. 
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The Board agreed to move the following changes for consideration during the December plenary 
session, but will bring the 2010 calendar back at the next Board Operations Committee meeting for 
further discussion. 

� The January 2010 meeting shall be changed to January 13-14 to coincide with the 
Governor’s State of the State address. 

� The March 2010 meeting shall be changed to March 24-25 to avoid a conflict with 
NASBE meetings. 

� The October 2010 meeting shall be changed to October 28-29 to coincide with the 
Annual Superintendent’s Conference dates. 

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL ITEMS AND COMMITTEE AGENDA PLANNING:  None. 

IX. COMMITTEE WRAP-UP:  None. 

X. ADJOURN:  Dr. Hall moved that the Board Operations Meeting of the Whole be adjourned.  Dr. 
Fields seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous voice vote.  The committee meeting 
adjourned at 8:39 a.m. 
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(

Illinois State Board of Education

Ad Hoc Rules Committee of the Whole
December 17, 2009

8:30 a.m.
(This meeting will begin immediately following the previous session.) 

All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net

AGENDA

I.  Roll Call 

 (timeframes are estimated for planning purposes) 

II.  Board Member Participation by Other Means 

III.  Public Participation ����������	�
��� 

IV.  Minutes of the October Ad Hoc Rules Committee of the Whole Meeting  
�������� 

V.*Rules for Initial Review  ���	������	�
��. 

A. Part 35 (Mentoring Program for New Principals) 
��������� 

B. Part 145 (Temporary Relocation Expenses)  
����������

VI.  Committee Agenda Planning/Additional Items 

VII.  Committee Wrap-up – as needed (Superintendent Koch) 

VIII.  Adjourn 
 

*  Items listed with an asterisk (*) will be discussed in committee and action may be taken in the plenary session. 
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Ad Hoc Rules Committee of the Whole
Thursday, December 17, 2009

8:30 a.m.�
���������	
�����

��������������
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�
Committee Members Present� Absent�
�

Others�
�������
���  �	���!����
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	����	�#�� � $����%����
$�%�
�����
�� � �����&�����'���
(�����&���� �  ������)����
��*���!�	��� � �
+������!����	� � �
 �	���)�	
� � �
� � �
�
Vice Chairman Chris Ward called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  He noted that all but Chairman 
Jesse Ruiz were present.  There was no need for Board member participation by other means. 
�
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
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GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Thursday, December 17th 

Springfield, Illinois 
, 2009 

  
  

Committee Members Present  Committee Members Absent 
Ms. Lanita Koster, Chair   

Staff Present
Mr. Jesse Ruiz Superintendent Chris Koch 

Ms. Andrea Brown    Cynthia Riseman 
Dr. David Fields  Nicole Wills 
Dr. Vinni Hall   Connie Wise 
Ms. Joyce Karon   Beth Hanselman 
Ms. Lanita Koster   Linda Tomlinson 
Dr. Chris Ward  Jean Ladage 
  Marsha Moffett 
 
 

I. Roll Call:  See above.
  

II. Board Member Participation by Other Means:  None.
  
III. Public Participation:  None

  
IV. Minutes of the October Committee Meeting

Board member David Fields made a motion to approve the October Committee meeting 
minutes and Chris Ward seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved with a 
unanimous voice vote. 

 
V. Cumulative Waiver Report

ISBE staff member Winnie Tuthill presented the 30th 

  

 Waiver Report that must be 
submitted to the General Assembly by February 1.  The report contains a summary of 
applications for modifications of ISBE rules that the State Board acted upon, as well as 
waiver applications that are subject to the review of the General Assembly.   

Committee members discussed the proposed staff recommendations for statutory 
change to the driver’s education fee. Board member David Fields made a motion and 
Vinnie Hall seconded to approve, in Plenary Session, the Superintendent’s 
Recommendation of transmitting to the General Assembly the recommendation to 
eliminate the fee limit of $50 in Section 27-24.2 of the School Code, thus allowing 
districts to establish the fee in response to local conditions. 
  
The motion was unanimously approved in plenary session and the February Cumulative 
Waiver Report will include a recommendation to the General Assembly to address the 
driver’s education fee issue.  

  
VI. ISBE Legislative Agenda Update

Government relations staff updated the Committee on upcoming General Assembly 
Session schedule including a session on January 12-14, and the Governor’s State of the 
State address on January 12.  
  
Staff also provided an update on the potential legislative proposals that were discussed 
during the August Board retreat and in subsequent Board meetings, specifically:   
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Nicole Wills discussed the urgency to move forward with the following three initiatives as 
a means to strengthen the State’s application for Race to the Top:  
 

� Performance Evaluation Act  
o Currently, looking at changes within Article 24A specifically tying teacher and 

principal evaluations to student performance.  
o Legislative change includes state support for implementing district evaluation 

changes.  

� Underperforming School Incentives 
o Currently examining the idea of teacher relocation, fast track tenure, and 

pension/retirement changes as incentives.  
o Looking at ways to provide flexibility while noting the fiscal condition of the 

state.  

� Alternative Certification 
o Utilizing not-for-profits, acting independently of institutions of higher 

education, to offer and expand alternative teacher certification programs.   
o Programs must adhere to standards and requirements currently required by 

the State Board of Education.  
 

The Board discussed the implications of moving these reform initiatives in a fast track 
fashion, the implications on schools, teachers, and other stakeholders, as well as the need 
to carefully implement reforms.  
 
Superintendent Koch reported that should the State receive Race to the Top funding, 
allocations from the state portion will be made to assist districts in the implementation of 
reform measures.  
 
Government Relations staff reported on Anti-Bullying legislative proposal, specifically the 
importance of the legislation in response to the information received by the Board in the 
Work Study during the previous day. According to the Youth Risk Behavior Survey results, 
bullying has been shown to be on the rise and the impact has been shown to be 
widespread.  The Illinois Safe Schools Alliance has been assisting us with legislation to 
better address bullying.  
 
Specifically, the components of the legislation include:  

� An expansion of the mandate currently on schools to submit a policy to the State 
Board, however, with careful consideration of impact on local districts;  

� Greater structure to provide relief to school entities that need help;  

� Examination of the legislative work of Florida, Massachusetts and other states;  

� A definition of bullying that builds upon previous General Assembly action with 
careful consideration of student utilization of technology, school district reporting, 
student consequences, as well as district action.  

 
Board members recommended that ISBE involve relevant state agency and community 
partners to stem the issue of bullying.  
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The Committee agreed that staff would bring the following proposals back to the committee 
in January with further information:  

� Certification/Reorganization of Article 21 
o Goal is to clean-up and restructure the Code;  
o Create a “one license” system with varying endorsements;   
o Discussions of restructured Teacher Certification Board and creation of a new 

Professional Practice Board;  
o Careful examination of implementation timelines.  

� Financial Oversight Panel/School Finance Authority (FOP/SFA) Legislation 
o Provides an alternative avenue for ISBE staff to work in coordination with 

districts facing financial difficulty;  
o Stakeholder groups have been engaged in discussions of draft proposal.  

� Pending budget action in January, staff will work on related budget legislation (e.g. 
Hold Harmless, Chicago Block Grant, etc.) 

 
IX. Committee Agenda Planning/Additional Items:  Not discussed

 
X. Committee Wrap-up:  Not needed

 
XI. Adjourn

The Governmental Relations Committee adjourned at 9:50 a.m. A motion was made by 
Dave Fields and was seconded by Vinni Hall.  
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